years been gauged by accurate tests; and if the total visual power be defective, it can be so analysed as to localise the defect either in the horizontal plane, or in the vertical, or in some other direction. But the tests for hearing seem to be still vague and indefinite. A watch is placed on different parts of the head, and the patient informs us that he can hear the ticking " moderately," or "only just," or "fairly well," or "scarcely at all." One would like to reduce these hazy expressions to feet and inches, and represent them in terms of the It is clear that if the full scale of one hundred hundredths (unity) be taken as perfect hearing, and a given subject ceases to hear the test at the seventy-fifth division, that subject may be said to possess seventy-five hundredths, or three-quarters, of perfect ear-power; and I describe that condition by saying that *75 is the said person's aural co-efficient. This co-efficient I briefly denote by the symbol C.
It follows from the nature of the experiment that C represents the total hearing power through all channels, whether bone or air. But in cases of defective hearing,, it is a great object to ascertain how much of the total capacity is due to air-conduction and how much to boneconduction. If we call air-conduction A, and bone-conduction B, we^may say that A + B = C; and the thing required is to find the ratio of A to B. This can be done approximately, though not absolutely. Returning to the cord, remove the loop from the horizontal circumference and lay it on the sagittal suture (the hair should be parted in the middle for the purpose), stretching it over as much as possible of the dome of the head from glabella to occiput, and ascertain as before the point on the scale at which the test-sound ceases to be heard.
The distance, which will be much less than when the cord is in the other position, may be fairly taken as a measure of the power of hearing through bone-conduction alone, consequently all that remains (of C) must be due to air-conduction; and, of course, the value of A can be readily found by subtracting B from C, and then A, B and C will be known quantities. But 
